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In re Application of: 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 
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Pursuant to 37 CFR §L56 and §1.97-1.98, enclosed please find a completed Form PTO- 
1449 citing references submitted for consideration by the Examiner during examination of the 
above-referenced patent application. 

Copies of those references listed on pages 1 through 3 and page 5 of PTO-1449 can be 
found in the file of parent case U.S. Serial No. 09/220,210 . filed December 23. 1998 . (See 37 
C.F.R. 1.98(d)). 

Copies of those references listed on pages four and six of PTO-1449 are enclosed. 
The Examinees attention is also directed to the co-pending U.S. Patent Application 
(copy attached) on page 7 of the enclosed 1449. 

The information is filed pursuant to Applicants' Duty of Disclosure and may be material 
to the Examiner for examination in this case. However, the citation of the attached 
reference(s) in this Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an 
admission that any patent or other reference referred to herein is "prior art" or "relevant" for 
this invention. In this regard, applicants expressly reserve the right to contest that any of the 
references constitute "relevant prior art." 

Applicants request consideration of these references by the Examiner in regard to the 
present application, and that the Examiner initial and return the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 



rr: 



USSN: 09/911,532 



Eckel No.: 54358US067 



Please charge Deposit Account 1 3-3723 in the amount of $180.00. A duplicate of this 
request is attached. If any additional fees are due, please charge such fees to Account 
13-3723. 
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Stephen C. Jensen 



Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
P.O. Box 33427 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55133-3427 
Facsimile: (651) 736-3833 
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